
This exhibit examines the development of postal services 
along the Telemark coast of Norway between the postal re-
form of 1771 and the dissolution of the Swedish–Norwegian 
union in 1905. Through postal history material originating 
from the region’s principal ports, the exhibit illustrates how 
postal routes, maritime commerce, and industrial growth 
shaped communication in one of Norway’s most economi-
cally significant coastal regions.

Scope
The purpose of this exhibit is to document the early postal 
history of the Telemark coast of Norway between 1771 and 
1905. The exhibit studies the development of regional postal 
services, including inland and maritime mail routes, postal 
markings, postal rates, and the exchange of mail with foreign 
countries. The Telemark coast encompasses the coastline of 
Telemark county along the western side of the Oslo Fjord 
and formed an important section of the southern portion of 
Norway’s western mail route. The exhibit focuses primarily 
on the five principal towns located along the coast in the re-
gion: Kragerø, Skien, Porsgrunn, Langesund, and Brevik, all 
of which played significant roles in Norway’s commerce and 
postal communication. This geographic region was selected 
because of both its historical and postal significance during 
the period covered. In addition, the exhibitor has a personal 
connection to the area, having spent many summers there 
throughout childhood and continuing to visit regularly. The 
year 1771 marks the beginning of the exhibit due to an im-
portant postal reform in Norway that significantly expanded 
postal services and increased mail volume. The exhibit con-
cludes in 1905, a pivotal year in Norwegian history marking 
the dissolution of the union with Sweden. During the period 
covered, Norway experienced substantial changes in both 
the use and organization of postal services.

Importance
The exhibit illustrates how the transformation of Norway’s 
postal system in the 19th century influenced communica-
tion, commerce, and everyday life in coastal communities 
along the Telemark coast. During this period, the region 
developed into one of Norway’s earliest and most influential 
industrial and commercial systems. Forest resources, river 
transport, and natural harbors supported industries such 
as timber export, shipbuilding, fishing, and maritime trade. 
These activities generated increasing demand for reliable 
communication and contributed to the development and ex-
pansion of postal services. By examining postal routes, mail 
exchanges, and postal markings associated with these com-
munities, the exhibit provides insight into how technological 
and economic change influenced communication during a 

pivotal period in Norway’s history. This exhibit is also sig-
nificant because of the political and administrative changes 
Norway experienced during the period covered. Norway was 
under Danish rule until 1814, after which it entered a union 
with Sweden that lasted until 1905. These transitions influ-
enced the administration of the Norwegian postal system. In 
addition, Norway’s currency system changed several times 
between 1813 and 1877, affecting postal rates and account-
ing practices.

Treatment
The exhibit is organized chronologically, illustrating the 
development of postal services along the Telemark coast 

between the postal reform of 1771 and the dissolution of 
the union with Sweden in 1905. Within this chronological 
framework, the exhibit ezxamines the evolution of postal 
routes, postal markings, mail types, and international mail 
connections associated with the region’s principal towns: 
Kragerø, Skien, Porsgrunn, Langesund, and Brevik. The ex-
hibit begins with the pre-philatelic period following the 1771 
postal reform, illustrating the early organization of the postal 
network and the establishment of postal routes connecting 
the Telemark coast with Christiania and other parts of Nor-
way. Folded letters and postal markings demonstrate early 
mail handling practices, postal rates, and the development 
of regional post offices. Subsequent sections document the 
growth of postal activity during the nineteenth century as 
commerce, shipbuilding, forestry, and international trade 
expanded. Particular attention is given to maritime trans-
port and coastal shipping routes that connected the Tele-
mark ports with both domestic and foreign destinations. 
The exhibit then examines the transition to the philatelic 
era beginning in 1855 with the introduction of Norwegian 
postage stamps, illustrating the evolution of postal rates, can-
cellations, and more formalized postal operations. The final 
sections focus on the increasing internationalization of mail 
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Figure 1: The second earliest money letter recorded to the Tele-
mark coast, 1802. 



originating from the region, including correspondence with 
major trading partners and the impact of administrative and 
political developments leading up to 1905. Throughout the 
exhibit, postal history material such as folded letters, covers, 
postal markings, and stamped mail is used to illustrate how 
regional postal operations reflected broader developments in 
Norway’s postal system and economy.

This four-frame exhibit is organized accordingly:
•	 Part 1: Pre-Philatelic Era 1771-1848
•	 Part 2: Early Postmarks 1848-1855
•	 Part 3: Skilling Stamp Era 1855-1876
•	 Part 4: Øre Stamp Era 1877-1905

Rarity & Condition
Postal history material originating from the Telemark coastal 
region is not abundant, particularly from the early pre-phila-
telic period and from smaller postal locations. From a hold-
ing of more than 300 relevant objects, approximately 100 
items were selected for this four-frame exhibit. Selection pri-
oritized objects that best illustrate the development of postal 
services in the region and support the narrative of the exhib-
it. While only a small number of items may be considered 
unique or exceptionally rare, several scarce postal markings 
and usages are included. These items are identified in the 
exhibit with a red border. Where multiple examples existed, 
the best quality items were selected. In some cases, however, 
items of lesser condition were included when they illustrate 
distinctive postal characteristics, such as the less frequent-
ly encountered black strike postmarks of the 1848–1854 
pre-philatelic period.

Research / Personal Contribution
The exhibitor is a native Norwegian speaker and has incorpo-
rated research beyond the information visible on the covers 
themselves. Many of the folded letters included in the exhibit 
contain written correspondence that provides insight into 

contemporary life, commerce, and postal practices. Because 
the handwriting used in Norwegian correspondence prior to 
the late nineteenth century can be difficult for modern read-
ers to interpret, artificial intelligence tools were occasionally 
used to assist in interpreting the cursive. This allowed the 
contents of many letters to be transcribed and analyzed. In-
formation derived from these letters has provided valuable 
insight into local industry, economic activity, and postal op-
erations during the period covered. Portions of this research 
are incorporated throughout the exhibit to provide addition-
al historical context. Much of the source material, originally 
written in Norwegian and rarely previously exhibited outside 
of Norway, has been translated into English by the exhibitor, 
making this content accessible to a broader international au-
dience.

Prior Exhibits
A single-frame version of the Kragerø material won a large 
silver at the 2025 Rocky Mountain Stamp Show. This is the 
first entry for this much-expanded four-frame exhibit. 

Sources
Most of these resources are written in Norwegian. As such I have provided a trans-
lation of the Norwegian title in parentheses.

Katalog over Poststempler i Telemark Vol 1 and Vol 2 (Catalog of Postmarks in 
Telemark), Skien Filatelistklubb 1989
Edition D’Or Volume 76, The Terje Heskestad Collection, Koehler 2024
Posthistorie i Flekkefjordsregionen (Postal History of the Flekkefjordregion), Gaute 
Lende, Ole B. Torildsen, Self-Published 1990
Norske Brev før 1855 (Norwegian Letters Before 1855), Ivar Sundsbø, Filatelistisk 
Forlag A/S, 1989
Fra Svinesund til Haparanda (From Svinesund to Haparanda), Various Authors, 
Norsk Posthistorisk Selskap, 2007
Norske Innenrikske Porto-Takster og Gebyrer 1875-2000 (Norwegian Domestic 
Postal Rates and Fees 1875-2000), Aune and Aune, Norsk Filatelistforbund, 1996
Norske Utenrikske Portotakster & Gebyrer 1875 – 2000 (Norwegian International 
Postal Rates and Fees 1875-2000), Aune and Aune, Norsk Filatelistforbund, 2024

Figure 2: Largest domestic letter recorded during Oscar pe-
riod, 6-fold. Figure 3: Earliest recorded postmark on green 1 skill-

ing posthorn, June 11, 1873.
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Communities
The exhibit primarily includes mail from (but also occasionally sent to and 
through) the fi ve primary towns located along the coast of Telemark County, 
Norway.
• Skien (10,887)
• Porsgrunn (7,144)
• Brevik (2,363)
• Langesund (1,790)
• Kragerø (5,124)
1900 population census in parentheses (ordered north to south). 
For context, the population of Norway in 1900 was 2.3 mill

Key Historic Events 1771-1905
1771-1772: Enlightenment reforms (press freedom)
1807-1814 Napoleonic War Impacts Norway
1814: Denmark Cedes Norway to Sweden
1814: May 17 -Norwegian Constitution Adopted
1814: August -Convention of Moss -Norway enters Union with Sweden
1821: Abolition of Norwegian nobility
1837: Local Self-Government Acts
1854: Creation of Norway’s First Railway
1884: Formation of Norway’s First Political Parties
1905: Dissolution of Union with Sweden
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Major Towns in Black
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Above: 1771 rate-free offi cial letter from Christiania to Kragerø.

Below: 1905 Kragerø postcard.
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Colors and Coding Used
Rare or one-of-a-kind objects are outlined in red.
Historical narrative in blue box.
Facts and fi gures in green box.
Numbers in parentheses after each object refers to the unique identifi er as-
signed to this item in the exhibitor philatelic database.
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